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5 November 1850

Holland, Michigan

Rev. Albertus C. Van Raalte presided at this meeting of the Consistory of the First
Reformed Church. Several complaints of people were dealt with. Teunis Keppel
suggested that since money was scarce, each man eighteen years and older should work
one day in six to help pay for the minister's salary.

In Dutch; translation by Rev. William Buursma.

Original in the collection of the Pillar Christian Reformed Church at the Joint Archives of
Holland, Hope College, volume I, pp. 1-3.
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CONSISTORY MEETING OF NOVEMBER 5, 1850
PRESENT
Rev. van Raalte, President; Elders Wilterdink, Hekhuis, Apeldoorn, Broersma, and
Labots; Deacons de Weerd and Jan van den Berg.
ARTICLE 1 — The meeting was opened with prayer by the president.
ARTICLE 2 - Due to the departure of Elder Terhorst, the vacancy in the clerkship was
filled by the election of Deacon van den Berg.
ARTICLE 3 — A complaint brought by Brother Jan Visser to the consistory against
Brother Deacon Plugger was presented. The matter concerns a disagreement about the
price for barrel staves.. The consistory, considering that Brother Visser has brought no
witnesses, and Brother Plugger is not present, it is, in their judgment, not possible for
them to take up the matter.
ARTICLE 4 — Brother van Tongeren brought a complaint against Brother Deacon
Plugger concerning errors that are detrimental to him in the account books. In the first
place, it is claimed that Brother Plugger has disbursed funds to Brother Binnenkant,
although he had been expressly forbidden to do this.
Secondly, bills for transport expenses have unjustly been attributed to van Tongeren.
Thirdly, improper account has been made of eight cords of hemlock bark. The
consistory, considering that Brother Plug is not present, decided that the Brothers
Deacons,

Page 2

De Weerd and van den Berg, in the presence of Van Tongeren, will investigate the
matter and seek to reconcile the parties. They are to report at a later meeting.
ARTICLE 5 - Brother van Dyk presents a complaint against Brother Plugger
concerning his failure to return monies loaned to him, and secondly, his failure to keep a
promise concerning the building of a house for Brother Doesburg. The consistory
decides as above.
ARTICLE 6 - Brother Kroon presents a complaint against Brother Plugger, concerning
the delivery of hemlock wood, which Brother Plugger had given to Binnenkant, resulting
in ICroon's inability to receive reimbursement. The consistory decides as above.
ARTICLE 7 — Brother A. Nijsink presented a complaint against the consistory alleging
that his wife has unjustly been disciplined on the basis of six notes which were mutilated
and falsified; ( in the first place, because they were signed in his name, rather than in his
wife's name; secondly because there were no witnesses; and thirdly, because these notes
have been in the possession of others). After the president explained the matter and gave
additional information, the assembly decided that ecclesiastical discipline has been
correctly and fairly applied, and then reaffirmed their previous decision.
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ARTICLE 8 — Brother Keppel asks whether it might not be wise under the present
money scarcity to support Dr. van Raalte by having each member older than 18 work one
day in six weeks on his behalf. It was decided to discuss this matter later.
ARTICLE 9 — The agenda having been completed, the consistory meeting was closed
with prayer by Elder Wilterdink.

Congregational Meeting of all male members of the church,
Held on November 28, 1850
ARTICLE 1 — After the meeting had been opened with prayer by Rev. van Raalte, he
brought to the attention of the congregation the unfairness of their attitude concerning
failure to pay their debts. He warned them of the judgment of God upon them if they do
not pay their debts. The consistory supported the pastor, upon which the assembly
decided to meet

MINUTES OF THE NINTH STREET CRC.,
OF
HOLLAND, MICHIGAN
November 5, 1850 — May 24. 1855

Volume I

S,

/7/€----n4
r- a /4-5

>

h

t--/L/
-

